
COMSATS University Islamabad
Registrar Secretariat, Academic Unit (PS)

No: CUI -ReglNotif- 120/~ 7:;/2-'130
NOTIFICATION

November 26, 2020

It herebynotified that the Academic Council of COMSATSUniversity Islamabad in its 31st meeting held
on October OS,2020 approved the followings for implementationat CUI System:

I. HEC Letter No.1-4(MS/PhD)/QAD/ HEC/201S/S6/293 dated December 03, 201S (attached) shall be
implemented for all enrolled students of Graduate Programs at CUI System.

2. HEC letter No. 1-3/AD-QA/HEC/duration/2020I1S dated October 12, 2020 (attached) shall be
implemented for all enrolled students of MSIMBA Programs at CUI System to make MS/MBA
degree duration at CUTin line with HEC policy.

3. However, with respect to the comprehensive examination, the students admitted in Spring 20 IS
onwards, be allowed to appear in comprehensive exam at CUTSystem in Fall 2020, if any of them has
not attempted all available/valid chances. Moreover, the gap of minimum 90 days between two
attempts may also be relaxed as a special case due to COVlD-19. In this regard, the Campus Directors
must schedule comprehensive exam in Fall 2020 for the student enrolled from Spring 201S onwards.

4. The students admitted in Spring 2019 may be given one more semester due to COVlD-19 i.e. Spring
2021 to appear in comprehensive exam at cm System. In this regard, the Campus Directors must
ensure that no student of Spring 2019 is left without appearing in the comprehensive examination
until and including Spring 2021, as no more relaxation in time period will be granted in this regard.

5. The gap of 90 days between two attempts of comprehensive examination reduced to 45 dayQ,
system.

Distribution:

1. All Campus Directors
2. InchargeAcademics CUI Islamabad Campus
3. Incharge CUI Virtual Campus
4. All Deans of Faculties
5. All Chairpersons of Departments
6. Director (P, D and HRD)
7. Controller of Examinations
8. Head, International Office
9. Treasurer, CUI PS
10. Additional Registrar (MU)/(MlS), PS
11. AlIlncharge of Academic and Examination ofCUl Campuses
12. In charge QEC/CU Online
13. PS to Rector --~



Sector H-8, Islamabad (Pakistan) Exchange: (051) 90400000
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i HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION

Muhammad Ismail
Consultant (Quality Assurance Division)

Ref. l-4(MS/PhD)/QADIHECI20 18/86/293
Date: December 03, 2018

Subject: Violation of Rules in the Award of PhD Degrees

1. It is apprized that HEC has prescribed the "Minimum Criteria for Admission in MS/MPhil
and PhD or Equivalent Programs" (Annexure-I).

2. Despite of these guidelines, it has been observed that some universities are awarding PhD
degrees in violation of HEC prescribed rules. This creates problem for degree holders at the time
of degree verification. Therefore, a policy to stop the award of degrees in violation of rules has
been approved by the BEC Competent Authority, attached as Annexure-Il. All universities are
hereby advised to adopt this policy and widely circulate among the concerned offices, PhD
departments, faculty and students for information! implementation.

3. Furthermore, it is to intimate that only HEC Approved Supervisors shall be required to
supervise the PhD theses in future. However, HEC non-approved supervisors, currently assigned
the PhD theses may continue supervising the students. But no thesis will be assigned to HEC non­
approved supervisor after June 30, 2019.

4. This letter is also available at HEC website URL: www.hec.gov.pk/siteJmphil-phd

5. This is issued with the approval of the Competent Authority.

With kind regards, ~
(Muhammad Ismail)

The ViceChancellors
All Public & Private Universities of Pakistan

Copy for information to:
• ES to Chairman, HEC Islamabad
• ES to Executive Director, HEC Islamabad
• Advisor (HRD), HEC Islamabad
• Advisor (QAA), HEC Islamabad
• DirectorGeneral (A&A), HEC Islamabad
• DirectorGeneral (SIT]),HEC Islamabad
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This is for the information of all concemed that the degrees awarded by the Universities/Degree
Awarding Institutions must meet the followingminimumcriteria for recognition by the HEC.

1. Sixteen years of schooling or 4 year education (124 credit hours) after HSSC/F.A. fP .SclGrade 12
equivalent will be required for admission in the MPhilIMS.

2. Higher Education Commission recommends to theUniversities for the students admitted after
May 30, 2014 that;

... Either enter into private arrangement under the University Law with the NTS for
conductingGAT General/Subjectas an eligibility condition for admission to MSIMPhil
or equivalent programs

OR'* Engage another renowned testing service provider for the purpose
OR'* Conduct the test of the equivalent level at the University

3. The students admitted be till May 30, 2014 have to clear GAT-General
(www.nts.org.#gat/ga~) conducted by the National Testing Service with a minimum 50%
cumulative score for admission in MPhli/MSor equivalent.

4. For award of MPhil/MSfEquivaJentdegree, candidateswill either need to complete 30 credit
hours of course work or complete 24 credit hoursof coursework along with a minimum of 6
credit hours for research work/thesis.

5. There should be at least 2 relevant full time PhD Faculty members in a department to launch
the MPhil/MS/MBA programs.

EhD Pil~gratn~·
~d~i1'~~.,a~~ir~n;~~t;

I. For admission into the PhDminimum CGPA3.0 (outof 4.0 in the SemesterSystem) or First Division
(in the Annual System) in MPhiVMS/Equivalentdegree is required.

2. Higher Education Commission recommends to the Universitiesfor the students admitted afterMay 30,
2014 that;

... Either enter into private arrangement under the University Law with the NTS for
conducting GAT General/Subject as an eligibility condition for admission to PhD
programs

OR
.... Engage another renowned testing service provider for the purpose

OR
..., Conduct the test of the equivalent level at theUniversity

3. The students admitted till May 30, 2014 have to followthe policy given below;
GAT subject conducted by the National Testing Service (NTS) or ETS, USA in the area of
specialization chosen at the PhD level must be cleared prior to admission for the PhD Program.

a. In the case of GAT Subject (hrtp:llwww.nts.org.pkfQAT/GATSubject asp) minimum of60%
marks are required to pass the test

b. In the case ORE subject test, the minimum scorewill be acceptable as follows;
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I. 45% Percentile Score: Valid for Admissions until December 31, 2010
II. 50% Percentile Score: Valid for Admissions until December 31, 20 II.
Ill. 60% Percentile Score: Valid for Admissions after December 31,20 II.

c. If' the Test is not available in NTS subject List, then a University Committee consisting of at
least 3 PhD faculty members in the subject area will prepare the Test at par with GRE Subject
Test and qualifying score for this will be 70% score.

d. Students admitted in PhD Programs after August 25, 2010 have to submit the requisite GAT
Subject or GRE Subject Score within a period of one year that is by October 31, 20 II.

4. Course work of 18 credit hours preferably in the first year is required to be completed and followed by
a comprehensive examination for granting candidacy as PhD researcher.

5. The PhD Dissertation must be evaluated by at least two PhD experts from technologically
lacademically advanced foreign countries in addition to local Committee members.

6. An open defense of Dissertation is essential part of PhD Program after positive evaluation of
Dissertation.

7. Publication of at least one research paper based on the PhD research in an HEC approved" W orX"
category journal is a requirement for the award of Ph.D. degree ("Y" in case of Social Sciences only).

8. The Plagiarism Test must be conducted on the Dissertation..b$.fQ~its submission to the two foreign
experts, as descri bed above.

9. A copy of PhD Dissertation (both hard and soft) must be submitted to HEC for placing/including in
PhD Country Directory and for attestation of the PhD degree by the HEC in future.

10. There should be at least 3 relevant full time PhD Faculty members in a department to launch a
PhD program.

11. A supervisor can supervise a total of 12MS/MPhil/PhD students at a time with no more than 5 of
these being PhD students.
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Annexure II to letter no. 1-4(MS/PhD)/OAD/HEC/2018/86/293
Dated: December 03, 2018

Violations of Rules in the Award of PhD Degrees

S# Quality Parameter Nature of Violation Existing Decision/Policy Proposed Action(s) if Existing Policy is
violated

CGPA (3.0/4.0) or first division in
1. Admission Criteria Violation of admission criteria MSIMPhil/Equivalent and Entry

Test
• Admission be cancelled
• University to return three times the
amount received from the student

• Disciplinary action against responsible
staff

Admission of students without I

2. Illegal Admission
I

NOC from HEC I II
I
1
I

• Degree will be considered equivalent to
MSlMPhil/Equivalent degree

Degree awarded without Degree wi11be considered • Supervisor will be banned from
3. Course Work minimum ofl8 credit hours equivalent to I supervising the new PhD scholars for 05

course work MSlMPhillEquivalent degree years
Ref: 1-31AD-QAlHECINQAC- • Disciplinary action against Department
2012015/389 dated 08.07.2015 Chair

• Termination of candidature/registration
of the student

Comprehensive Ex-amination Failure to clear Comprehensive4. to be passed by the scholar Examination within first 02 yearswithin 02 years
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Annexure IIto letter no. 1-4(MS/PhD)/QAD/HEC/2018/86/293
Dated: December 03,2018

• Supervisor must be from the • Disciplinary action against DepartmentSupervision of thesis by an same university. Chair
5. HEC approved supervisor Supervision of thesis by a non- • PhD faculty member fromfrom the University where HEC approved supervisor of the another university can be a co-registered university after June 30,2019 supervisor, if required

Supervision of more than 12 • Supervisor be banned from supervising
MS/MPhillEquivaient and PhD the new PhD scholars for 05 years

Maximum number of students in total or 5 PhD students DD-QAIHECINQACI20 15/125 • Disciplinary action against Department
6. students to be supervised by (The mix ofMS/MPhil and PhD dated February 27, 2015 Chair

one supervisor students should be such that the
number of PhD candidates does
not exceed 5)

• One paper be published by the student
from his/her thesis research before

Thesis reviewed from one degree attestation
technologically/Academically • Supervisor be banned from supervising
advanced country only the new PhD scholars for 05 years

• Disciplinary action against Department
I Chair,

• Two papers to be published by the,
Review of Thesis from Thesis reviewed from more than student on the basis of thesis research
Technologically/Academically one countries which are not before degree attestation

7. Advanced Country included in the category of • Supervisor be banned from supervising
technologically/Academically the new PhD scholars for 05 years
advanced countries • Disciplinary action against Department IChair

Unjustified delay in sending
• The Officer (s) responsible for sending
the thesis to foreign experts be warned

thesis for review by foreign
experts from two
technologically/academically
advanced countries

I
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Annexure II to letter no. 1-4(MS/PhD)/QAD/HEC/2018/86/293
Dated: December 03,2018

T • Supervisor be banned from supervising
the new PhD scholars for 05 years

The thesis should be relevant Thesis has no relevancy to the • Disciplinary action against Department
8. to the "Title" and "Scope" of Title and Scope of the degree Chair

the degree

I I
I

No research paper published and Idegree awarded

I
1
!

Paper published but not in HEC • For Sciences disciplines Wand • Paper to be published in the required
recognized joumal X categories + lSI Master List category of the HEC recognized journal

Journals are acceptable before attestation of degree
One Research Paper to be • For Social Sciences disciplines • Supervisor be banned from supervising

9. published in HEC recognized W, X and Y categories + lSI the-new PhD scholars for 05 years
journal before the award of Master List Journals are • Disciplinary action against Department
degree Paper published but not in acceptable Chair

required category of Journal Note: (Z category journals for
local regional languages only
e.g, Punjabi, Pushto, Sindhi,
Balochi, Brahvi, Saraiki &
Persian)

Paper Published after award of
PhD degree
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Annexure (( to letter no. 1-4(MS/PhD)/QAD/HEC/2018/86/293
Dated: December 03, 2018

Degree awarded on the basis of
the paper published before
synopsis approval

Degree awarded on the basis of
the paper that has no relevancy
with thesis

Plagiarism P01icyClaus 11B (vii), • Scholar and his supervisor will be I
Degree awarded and major or 1-22 (NQAC) penalized as per the provisions of I

I
I

10. Plagiarism minor plagiarism found in the QADi2017/HEC/07-364 dated plagiarism policy
thesis at any stage in future March 24, 2017

Degree awarded after more than 8 • Degree will not be accepted/attested
years or less than 3 years. Ref: 1-3/AD- • Supervisor be banned from supervising

11. PhD Duration Effective for students admitted QAlHECINQAC(21 )/20 16/53 the new PhD scholar for 05 years
after March 18, 2016 dated March 18, 2016 • Disciplinary action against Department

Chair

Degree issued in violation of • Supervisor be banned from supervising

12. Degree Issued in Violation of University's PhD policy/ rules in the new PhD scholars for OS years
University's Own RuJe/Law addition to HEC guidelines. • Disciplinary action against Department

Chair and Controller of Examination
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HIGHER EDUCATION OOMMISSI·ON
Sector 1+-'9,J5lam<Jbad(Pakistan) Exchange: (05].) 904000.0

Tele; (051) 90801109 'fax; (0S,1) 908CJU02
E-mail: s-memon@hec.gw.p.k

Sanaul/ahMemoo. ~'n:!r'

Assistant Director:, (QuaUw.>A$:Surance Dtvision)
Fte': 1-3/AO-QA/HEC/Puration/20~O I)

Date: 12JhOctober 202.0

Subject:

Dear Sir/M'adamJ

In con'tirraation of HEC letter No. 1-3/AD-QA/HfC/NQAqil)!2016!53 dated March 18,

2,016, it is darfffed that the maxlrnurn duration for students of MS/MPfiil/equlvalent programs who

have acf;ti.evedmaximtlm duration of their study program and were nearte completion in Spring 202.0

Session is hereby extended for ot.le year (2,Semesters) due 10 COVID-19 Pai'ldemit. This ls one time

rEilaxatJon andcannet be used-as erecedence.

Tl:lis.is.sues widnhe af:)provaJ of Competent Autnority

Wittl;kind regards,..

{sanaullah Memon}

The Registrar
All P'ublic/Ptivate Se€tor: Univensities/DAls,

, Cop, for information!'
• Advlsor (HRDl,. tligher Education Commissi.on, Islam~bad
• Managlng DifeOt<!f(QAA),Higher Education Commission, Islamabad
• Director GeneraaA&A)j Higher Education CUl'nmissibn,Is(~m,abad
• Director General {Academlcs), Hi'gher Educatlon Commiuion, Islamabad
• ESofixecutive DtreQtor, Higher Education CQ!'l1miS,'srcm,l~lamab:ad

. .'" 'j"

• PSto Adviser (OAO),H:igher EducatIon tommlssion, Islamabad
• offiee Cc5PV
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HIGHER EDUCATION COMMISSION I
Sector H-9, Islamabad (PakIst~nJ Ex.change: (.05119040000

TElle:(.oS,l) 90801109, F~x; (051) 90802153
E-maU:smemon@h~c.gov.pk

SDnaullah~Memon
Assistant Director (Quality-Assurance)

No. l~a/AD·QA/HEC,',N,QA, C (21)/201,66/ )~
Date: March 18, 20li "

Subject: Minimum and Maximum Dutatlo:n of ~S/MPhiI/PhO or EquIvalent

Deaf Sit/Madam,

The Nation.:lt Quality AsSUP3nce Committee (N:QAC)in its llJi meetIng heJd on January 13,

2016 approved the minimum and maximum duration of {V1SfMPhH/PhDprograms as under;

With kind regards

~
S-anaullah Memon_

MSJ_MPhiJ or Equivafent

PhD or ~qujvalent

,1.5 to 4 years

9;10 ,8 ye-ar$ .

Thp flt'lllr:y ls admissible on st,l;ldents admitted after the issuance of said tetter, 'Further, it wa-s

also resolved that a degr-ee will be rec~Jlized wlth effeethle from the da.~eof issuance tnstead of some

retrospective date.

The Registrars
All Publtc/Private Sector UniverSities/DAis
Copy forJnfor:matlom
.' The otrector QE.cs,AU'Pubfl'c/Prlvate:Se.ctor UnlliersltfeS/.OAts
• The E.5 to Chairman, HE~ Islamabad
• TheE.S to Executive Director. HECIslamabad
• The P.Sto Advisor (HRD), HEC Islamabad
• The p.s to AdViS.or (R&:O~,HEC Islamabad
• The P;Sto Consultant (aAll HEe, Islamamsd
• The APSto Director General (OAA),HECJslamabad
• The APSto Dir~dor General (Academics), HEC Islamabad
• The APSto Director aaneral (A&A), HECIslamabad
• Office Copy


